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$TaT 8/33/99

Adhah pashyasva mopari
santaram padakau hara.
Ma te kashaplakau drashan
stri hi brahma babhuvith.
(Rig Veda 8:33:99)

This Veda mantra honors
women by stating that they are
greatest/highest in the society and
guides them into becoming even
better by refraining from non-virtu-
ous practices in their lives. The first
guidance it gives is that women
should use their eyes to see what
is virtuous and needful and not
wander them excessively looking
for transient excitements or for flirt-
ing with others. The second guid-
ance of the Veda mantra is that
women should walk carefully and
modestly, and not swing their hips
and display legs ecessively. The
third guidance it gives is that
women should properly cover their
breasts, buttocks and private parts,
and not expose or display them to
others. Why should women follow
these three directions? The Veda
mantra answers that by stating
women are considerred brahm i.e.
greatest/highest in the society be-

cause they are the creator of a vir-
tuous society and its moral and so-
cial values.

When one desires to have high
quality crops one sows high qual-
ity seeds, because if one sows
seeds of poor quality, limited po-
tency, afflicted with disease or
other deficiencies, then in return
one cannot expect high quality
crops or yields. Similarly, if a
woman is thoughtful, principled, dis-
ciplined, modest in her behavior,
hard working, generous, and full of
virtuous character, only then can
she expect to have children with
similar virtuous qualities.

The main reason we see chil-
dren and young adults who areill
behaved, lazy, callous, undisci-
plined, primarily self-centered, full
of lust and rage in our current soci-
ety is the very poor quality of up-
bringing by their mothers. To make
a good mother it takes more than
merely giving birth, feeding and
clothing children. A mother be-
comes a good mother only when
she raises children who as they
grow up have good moral charac-
ter with virtuous values, have deep
abiding faith in God, and who are
generous and willing to help oth-
ers in need. This success, how-
ever, only happens when a mother
herself is full of virtuous values as
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Women are Greatest in the Society Because They Create its Virtuous Values

stated in the paragraph above.

In the present day secular
societies one often observes inci-
dents where young women are be-
ing teased, called vulgar names,
groped, raped and ill treated in
other ways. There are many rea-
sons for such incidents but the
main cause is perpetrator's (usu-
ally men) poor upbringing as chil-
dren, being sociopathic or having
deviant character. In some inci-
dents, however, the victim women
may also patrtially contribute to pro-
voking the bad response. If women
dressed and behaved modestly:
wore decent clothes instead of tight
or flimsy clothes partly displaying
their breasts, hips or buttocks; did
not flirt with others especially men;
overall it will prevent and discour-
age men, who are undisciplined or
have weak will power, from getting
aroused and carrying out their un-
wanted or illegal mental desires
and fantasies on women. On the
other hand when women go to pub-
lic places scantly clothed, wear

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

clothes with inscriptions of erotic
words or motifs; decorate
themsalves with bright cosmeties,
jewelry or tattoos; stand or walk
around in erotic poses; flirt with
strangers, then they are more likely
to become victims of assault. The
perpetrator men are more likely to
lose their head during such provok-
ing circumstances and then once
sexually aroused get the courage
to physically carry out their erotic
desires or fantasies even though
such actions are unwanted on part
of the concerned women. In those
societies where casual sex and
lose character is directly or indi-
rectly promoted by the media and
public figures, people in such so-
cieties gradually lose high ideals,
enthusiasm for virtue, courage,
bravery, and social discipline. Los-
ing these traditions slowly lead to
the society's downfall.

To Be Continue....
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